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By Jamie Taylor
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

A 40-year-old Rhinelander
man accused of killing a
man under the Davenport
Street bridge in 2003 was
bound
over for
trial
Friday on
a charge
of first-
degree
intentional
homicide
(as party
to the
crime).
Shannon J. Wolf, charged

in connection with the death
of Kenneth “Punky” Wells,
appeared before Branch II
Judge Michael Bloom
Friday morning for a pre-
liminary hearing.
The only witness called

was Detective Sergeant
Joshua Chiamulera of the
Rhinelander Police
Department. Chiamulera tes-
tified he began investigating
the case in January 2014
after he was promoted to
detective.
Wells’ body was recov-

ered from the Wisconsin
River behind the Trig’s
Riverwalk Centre on July 1,
2003. The initial autopsy
conducted by an assistant
medical examiner in the
Fond du Lac County
Medical Examiner’s office
revealed that Wells died of
“probable freshwater
drowning.” The manner of
death was ruled “undeter-
mined.” Chiamulera said

that determination did not
lead investigators in 2003 to
consider that the death
might have been a homicide.
He testified the investiga-
tion was suspended after
about 30 days.
In February 2012,

Detective Josh Pudlowski of
the Rhinelander Police
Department interviewed
Wolf’s ex-wife, Latoya, on
an unrelated case and she
offered information that
implicated her then husband
in Wells’ death. 
Chiamulera explained that

because Shannon Wolf was
being tried for a stabbing
incident at that time, it was
decided detectives would not
immediately question him
about the new information. 
Shannon Wolf is current-

ly serving a 12-year prison
sentence at Stanley
Correction Institution for
that stabbing.
The investigation then

stalled when Pudlowski left
the department to become an
arson investigator with the
state Department of Criminal
Investigation. Chiamulera
said he decided to reopen the
case when he was promoted
to replace Pudlowski.
“I reinterviewed anyone

and everyone I could find
(including Latoya Wolf),” he
testified.

See Wolf, Page 16

Panel votes to pursue ‘hybrid’ multi-use trail
By Marcus Nesemann

RIVER NEWS REPORTER

The area around
Kemp Street in
Rhinelander could be
the home of a new
multi-use pedestrian
trail, if all goes
according to the plan
created by the city of
Rhinelander and
MSA Professional
Services.
The city’s Finance,

Wage and Salary
Committee last week
approved a grant
application for the
trail, which will run

along Kemp Street
and Sutliff Avenue.
The city is attempting
to obtain Wisconsin
Department of
Natural Resources
Knowles-Nelson
Stewardship Program
grant dollars for the
project.
The city’s Parks,

Buildings and
Grounds Committee
last week reviewed
drafts from MSA on
two multi-use trail
studies — one along
the Pelican River and
one along the
Wisconsin River.

A quickly-
approaching grant
application deadline
— along with the cost
of each project —
caused that commit-
tee to direct City
Administrator Blaine
Oborn, Parks
Director Gunder
Paulsen and alderman
Alex Young to work
with MSA to reduce
costs and bring
options before the
finance committee.
Those discussions

led to the creation of
a third “hybrid”
option.

“We had a little
meeting in between
to kind of tweak
things ... and came up
with a hybrid which
we’re calling the
chamber trail,” Oborn
said.
“It’s goes up Sutliff

(Avenue) to where
the lift station ends
there, along that nice
piece of property the
city owns, then it
puts a nice jaunt
over into the hotel
section (on Kemp
Street)”

See Trail, Page 16
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TURNED TO RUBBLE
The former Lindey Cleaners building in downtown Rhinelander was demolished last week. The city
of Rhinelander hopes to turn the space into a parking lot.
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Stepp defends DNR 
budget proposals

MOCK TRIAL
RHS takes third at
state
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SPORTS
Loss to Mosinee 

means end of RHS
boys’ hoops season

Wolf

Second suspect in
2003 homicide bound

over for trial

MANHUNT ENDS
Teen suspect 

captured in Indiana;
young children

found at crime scene
By Jonathan Anderson and Jamie Taylor 

OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

The small town of Piehl in eastern
Oneida County was rocked Sunday after
authorities discovered two people dead
in an apparent double homicide, trigger-
ing a manhunt that led to the capture of
a teenage suspect nearly 500 miles away.
Ashlee Anne Rose Martinson, a 17-

year-old Rhinelander High School jun-
ior, was arrested in Boone County,
Indiana, on Sunday evening along with
a companion: her boyfriend, 22-year-old
Ryan Daniel Sisco, who is wanted for
questioning.
Police say Martinson is the sole sus-

pect in the deaths. The victims: her
mother and stepfather.
Martinson and Sisco were detained

after Wisconsin authorities broadcast a
nationwide alert that the two were
believed to be traveling in a 1999
Chevrolet Silverado and possibly head-
ed south, and that Martinson should be
considered armed and dangerous.
Given that information, law enforce-

ment bolstered patrols on Interstate 65,
a heavily trafficked north-south high-
way that runs from Indiana to the Gulf
of Mexico.
It paid off.
Sunday evening, a Boone County

sheriff’s deputy located a vehicle match-
ing the alert’s description; it was going
south on I-65 in the city of Lebanon, just
outside of Indianapolis. Police from
three additional agencies performed a
traffic stop around 8:15 p.m. and took
the pair into custody without incident,
according to Boone County Sheriff
Michael Nielsen.

See Manhunt, Page 16
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Investigators were on the scene of a homicide early Sunday evening in the
town of Piehl.

TOWN OF PIEHL DOUBLE HOMICIDE

Martinson Sisco

Ashlee Anne Rose Martinson
and Ryan Daniel Sisco were
detained after authorities

broadcast a nationwide alert
that the two were believed
to be traveling south, and
that Martinson should be

considered armed and 
dangerous.
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