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By Jonathan Anderson
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

Traci England, Oneida
County’s jailed former med-
ical examiner, has asked a
court to vacate her criminal
sentence, claiming a prosecu-
tor acted in an “egregious”
and “disingenuous” manner.

The action comes as
England remains confined in
the Oneida County jail and
faces several years of proba-
tion.

In January, England
entered guilty pleas to two
counts of misconduct in public
office for taking human tissue
and other body parts of
deceased persons without per-
mission. She used the remains
to train her dog to search for

corpses and for
a law enforce-
ment exercise.

While
England and
the prosecution
had struck a
plea deal pro-
posing just 10
days in jail and
three years of
probation —

and dismissing several other
felony counts — the judge in
the case imposed a longer jail
term.

Now, England is challeng-
ing the propriety of that plea
deal. In documents set to be
filed, including a motion to
vacate her sentence, England

claims Forest County District
Attorney Charles Simono,
who served as special prose-
cutor, misrepresented how
victims’ families felt about the
plea agreement.

England’s attorney, Joel
Hirschhorn, claims Simono
violated the terms of the plea
agreement by “explicitly
encouraging” family members
of deceased victims to be
openly critical of the deal.

Hirschhorn points to what
he describes as newly discov-
ered evidence — a deposition
given by a member of a fami-
ly of a deceased person
whom England is alleged to
have taken tissue from. The
deposition occurred in

September as part of a civil
lawsuit the family filed
against England and Oneida
County.

In the deposition, one the
plaintiffs, Walter Olejnik,
claimed his family and other
families of deceased victims
“disapproved” of the plea
agreement, and he testified that
Simono told the families they
could criticize the prosecution
when making comments to the
court in the sentencing phase
of England’s case.

According to a transcript of
the deposition, Olejnik said
Simono told the families they
could “throw him under the
bus, so to speak.”

An attorney for the coun-

ty’s insurance company then
asked, “You could throw who
under the bus?”

Olejnik responded: “The
special prosecutor, because
we have the right to say —
voice our dismay at the trial
— or at the sentencing[.]”

In the motion, Hirschhorn
claimed Simono had assured
England that while the vic-
tims’ families were “not
happy” with the plea agree-
ment, they would “go along
with” it and were “fine” with
it. Indeed, at England’s sen-
tencing hearing, in February,
Simono said the families had
unanimously agreed to the
plea deal and wanted it
accepted.

See Sentence, Page 9A

By Jonathan Anderson
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

Oneida County supervisors
will not hear allegations against
Tammy Walters, the county’s
veterans service officer, at a
special meeting likely to be held
next week, according to board
Chairperson David Hintz.

Signatures are being collect-
ed to hold a full board meeting,
which typically does not occur
in December.

Though Hintz said he
expects supervisors to convene
for the meeting, he said it
would focus on a proposed land
deal and not be used to conduct
an evidentiary hearing in the
Walters case.

Earlier this month, two coun-
ty panels voted to recommend
firing Walters over yet-to-be
disclosed allegations. Walters
and county officials have not
revealed the reason for the pos-
sible disciplinary action, but her
attorney, Brian Bennett, has
said the allegations are not
criminal in nature. He has
denied some of the allegations
and has questioned others.

See Walters, Page 9A

City Council approves 
feasibility study for multi-use trail

By Marcus Nesemann
RIVER NEWS REPORTER

Bicyclists and their pedes-
trian friends could have two
new trails to utilize within
the city of Rhinelander by
2016 after the City Council on
Monday authorized a con-
tract with MSA Professional
Services to complete a feasi-
bility study and grant appli-
cation.

The city’s Parks, Buildings
and Grounds Committee
approved the proposal imme-
diately prior to the council
meeting.

The cost of the study and
application is $14,000. The
money will come from the
city’s debt service fund.

Some alderpersons hesitat-
ed after hearing the price tag
and questioned whether this
is an expense the city can
afford. They pointed out that
the city had to scramble to
make cuts to the 2015 budget
to cover a gap created by a
drop in the city’s assessed
value.

One of the adjustments
made to the budget included
moving money set aside for a
new police squad to the debt
service fund.

Some alderpersons
expressed concern over
using the debt service fund
for the project, however
Alderman Alex Young, who

took part in creating the plan
for the two new trails, said
they would be worth the
investment.

“This is a capital project
that’s going to last way longer
than a car’s going to last
when it’s done,” Young said.

“I think there’s a big differ-
ence between building infra-

structure that’s going to last
you 20 or 30 years ... versus
something like a squad car
that’s only going to last five
(years).”

Young was able to ease the
concerns of his fellow alder-
persons and the council unan-
imously approved the propos-
al.

The trails
The specifics of the trails

are not yet known, though
broad outlines have been pre-
pared to guide the study.

Jim Bollmann of MSA
explained what the group
would be doing in terms of
the feasibility study.

See Trail, Page 9A
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The James Williams Middle School Show Stars performed a “Jolly Jingle Christmas Medley” before an awestruck audience of friends
and family Monday as part of the school’s holiday concert series.
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Latest prices reported for 
one gallon of unleaded gasoline
according to local observations
and GasBuddy.com

England

Despite
county
board
meeting, 
no action
expected
on Walters

England asks court to void sentence
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The Rhinelander City Council on Monday approved a contract with MSA Professional Services to
investigate the feasibility of two multi-use trails within the city limits. Alderman Alex Young cre-
ated this map, which shows where the two trails could be located. The study will be used to final-
ize the trail locations.
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MSA Professional Services will investigate 
two possible trails within city limits

Prosecutor denies impropriety


